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Re: Shri Kasturba's Funeral Rites

(Gandhiji's reply taken down by the Inspector General of Prisons
in writing from dictation at 8-7 p.m. on 22-2-'44 in answer to his inquiry
on behalf of the Government as to what Gandhiji's wishes in the
matter were.)

(1)    "Body should be handed over to my sons and relatives
.which would mean a public funeral without interference from

Government.

(2)    "If that is not possible, funeral should take place as in
the case of Mahadev Desai and if the Government will allow
relatives only to be present at the funeral, I shall not be able to
accept the privilege unless all friends who are as good as rela-
tives to me are also allowed to be present.

(3)    "If this also is not acceptable to the Government, then
those who have been allowed to visit her will be sent away by
me and only those who are in the camp (detenus) will attend
the funeral.

"It has been, as you will be able to bear witness, my great
anxiety not to make any political capital out of this most trying
illness of my life companion. But I have always wanted what-
ever the Government did to be done with good grace, which I
am afraid, has been hitherto lacking. It is not too much to expect
that now that the patient is no more whatever the Government
decide about the funeral will be done with good grace."

Detention Camp,
4-3-'44
Sir,
It is not without regret and hesitation that I write about
my dead wife. But truth demands this letter.
According to the newspapers Mr. Butler is reported to have
said in the House of Commons on 2nd March, 1944, ".. .She was
receiving all possible medical care and attention, not only from
her regular attendants but from those desired by her
,, family___" Whilst I gratefully acknowledge that the regular
attendants did all they could, the help that was asked for by the
deceased or by me on her behalf when at all given was given
after a long wait and the Ayurvedic physician was permitted to
attend only after I had to tell the prison authorities that if I
could not procure for the patient the help that she wanted or I
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